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HEALING : Buddha Dharma is regarded to be 
the Science of Mind. There are facilities for 
the study and practise of Dharma and other 
ancient wisdoms originating from both Eastern 
and Western traditions, which provide a basis 
for healing body and mind.

HELPING : Life is meaningless if we do not 
do something useful to benefit society and 
the world we live in. Bodhicharya has already 
funded schools, clinics, and hospices, and 
plans to generate similar projects in the future 
for the benefit of those in need.

HARMONY : Peace and progress in the 
world is dependent upon the harmony of 
its people. Inter-religious, inter-cultural and 
interdisciplinary dialogue and study are initiated 
to help bring better understanding and more 
harmony amongst communities worldwide.

Bodicharya 
The three hands on the Bodhicharya Logo 
represent the three main activities of Healing, 
Helping, and Harmony.

The Karma Kagyu Lineage
Bodhicharya Berlin belongs to the Kagyu tradition of Tibetan Buddhism. 

The Karma Kagyu lineage is one of the eight great practice traditions of 
Tibetan Buddhism and was established by Gampopa, the Protector of 
Beings, in the 11th century.  Prior to Gampopa’s time, in the early 11th 
century a young Tibetan named Marpa Chökyi Lodrö (1012-1097)  was 
driven by an intense thirst for Dharma  and journeyed overland from Tibet 
to India to look for teachings.  Marpa was the spiritual successor of the 
great Buddhist saints Tilopa, Naropa and Maitripa whoses instructions 
and teachings are the summary of the transmission lines of over one 
hundred of the then most important contemporary Vajrayana masters of 
India.
These teachings were transmitted to the great yogi Milarepa, who 
transmitted them to Gampopa. Gampopa handed them to his protégé 
Düsum Khyenpa, the first Gyalwa Karmapa. The tradition was continued 
in unbroken order from the 14th century by the various incarnations of 
the Karmapa. At the time it is held by his Holiness the 17th Gyalwa 
Karmapa, Ogyen Trinley Dorje. 

The first Karmapa, Dusum Khyenpa (1110-1193) began the system 
of recognising reincarnate Lamas in Tibet over 900 years ago 
when he predicted his own rebirth. “Karmapa” in Tibetan means 
one who upholds the activities of the Buddhas. The Karmapa 
also founded the Karma Kagyu branch of the Kagyu School of 
Tibetan Buddhism. All sixteen Karmapas became masters with 
special qualities, highly respected and revered by all the different 
schools of Tibetan Buddhism and by the people of Tibet and the 
Himalayan region. Some of the Karmapas even became teachers 
to the Mongolian and Chinese Emperors. When the 16th Karmapa 
fled Tibet and arrived in Sikkim, the King of Sikkim offered him 
land to build a large monastic centre, which later became Rumtek 
Monastery.

His Holiness  
the 17th Karmapa, 
Ogyen Trinley Dorje
Upholder of Buddha 
Activities



Dharma events, faculty 

The centre of Bodhicharya Berlin is under the umbrella of HH Karmapa 
and HH Dalai Lama and under the spiritual guidance of Ringu Tulku 
Rinpoche. 

Ringu Tulku Rinpoche is a Tibetan Buddhist Master of the Kagyu 
Order. He was trained in all schools of Tibetan Buddhism under many 
great masters including HH the 16th Gyalwang Karmapa and HH Dilgo 
Khyentse Rinpoche. He took his formal education at Namgyal Institute of 
Tibetology, Sikkim and Sampurnananda Sanskrit University, Varanasi, 
India. He served as Tibetan Textbook Writer and Professor of Tibetan 
Studies in Sikkim for 25 years.

Since 1990, he has been travelling and teaching Buddhism and 
meditation in Europe, America, Canada, Australia and Asia. He 
participates in various interfaith and ‘Science and Buddhism’ dialogues 
and is the author of a number of books on Buddhist topics. These 
include Path to Buddhahood, Daring Steps, The Ri-me Philosophy of 
Jamgon Kongtrul the Great, Confusion Arises as Wisdom, the Lazy 
Lama series and the Heart Wisdom series, as well as several children’s 
books, available in Tibetan and European languages.

Ringu Tulku Rinpoche





Interfaith dialogue and 
international understanding

Ringu Tulku Rinpoche, the spiritual leader Bodhicharya Germany, 
regularly takes part in dialogues on the key issues and problems of 
mutual concern to other interfaith leaders.

All the main spiritual traditions, also some lesser known,  are represented 
in these diagolues.

previous topics 

The spiritual goals of religions  
What connects the great 
founders of religion?
  
How are Crime and Punishment 
reflected and dealed with in the 
different religions?
   
How do the different religions 
handle suicide?
  
‘Compared to the thinking of the 
21st century, which is necessary for 
humanity to survive, the thinking of 
the 20th century is exempt stone 
age’ says the philosopher Ervin 
Laszl. He calls for a paradigm shift 
of humanity, which, is a scenario 
created by global environmental 
destruction and military conflicts 
over limited resources after two 
devastating world wars. Especially 
the poorer countries suffer from the 
greed of global companies that are 
developing ever more drastic forms 
of exploitation. 



Social projects and activities      

Hospice service 

It is Bodhicharyas priority to 
enable those with a termined 
health condition to be able 
to die with grace and dignity. 
This is accomplished with a 
team of professionally qualified 
coordinators and trained 
volunteers. We offer support and 
advice for patients, their families, 
friends. Advice is also provided 
for nursing professionals.

Health and Healing

It is planned to expand the 
exchange between practitioners 
of traditional and modern Asian 
and Western medicine.

Library
We intend to expand the 
existing stock of books and 
audiovisual materials to enrich 
the library. The library will be 
situated on the gallery and 
the upper floor of the temple.  Neighbourhood-Café

Arts and Culture

The Bodhicharya facilities are 
also available for a range of 
creative people. It provides 
spaces for exhibitions and many 
other types of artistic expression, 
painting, sculpture, film, music 
and dance. This includes the  
“garden of the senses”.

Yoga, Tai-Chi, ChiGong ...

Dharma-Shop

The planned neighborhood cafe 
will be opened in the current 
large meditation room once 
the interior construction of the 
temple is completed, so that 
there is sufficient space for all 
classes and programms there.  
The neighborhood cafe will be a 
beautiful place of hospitality. 

Stupa Site & Garden of Senses

Activities for Children 

Caring for the environment

•  Playground 
•  yoga and danceclasses  
   for   children 
•  more to come ..



Climate and environmental 
protection 

Out of concern for the possible 
dramatic climate changes and 
the threat of violent conflict over 
natural resources, we feel it 
is our duty in our modest way, 
to contribute to a more careful 
use of these resources in the 
area of design and construction. 
Energy efficient construction 
and careful workmanship of 
biodegradable and harmless 
construction materials results 
directly in the health of the user 
and can decrease long-term 
operating costs. We attach great 
importance on the re-use of 
existing construction materials 
as well as the conversion 
and reconstruction of existing 
buildings and monuments, 
which offer much potential for 
sustainable construction. The 
use of solar thermal and heat 
recovery or combined heat and 
power systems reduces the 
energycosts and contributes to 
a decentralized energy supply.

Bodhicharya Deutschland e.V. was selected as a Pilotprojekt of:  

*  “Stiftung Naturschutz” for the resettlement of the wild bees
*  “BBSR, Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban        
    Affairs and Spatial Development”, within the researchproject:  
   "ImmoKlima, strategies and potentials within the development  
    of realestate concerning the climatic change”



sustainable restoration of 
a historic monument 

This project not only was able to 
save and partially restore officially 
recognized historical buildings but 
also give them a new and useful 
life. 

The building ensemble  of 1860 
is one of the first settlements in 
that citydistrict as the maps above 
show. It is under protection as a 
timetestimony for the change from 
the rural to the urban cityplanning 
before the turn of the 19th to 
the 20th century. Its houses are 
much smaller then its later built 
neighbours. Other then most later 
built houses of the 20th century 
they are not built along the street, 
so that visitors of the center 
today are first welcomened by 
its beautiful garden. The existing 
arrangement of the houses creates 
many niches, that offer ideal 
spaces to allow the rich diversity 
of Bodhicharyas activities to take 
place parallel at the same time 
without disturbing each other.

1810 1880 1940



Self Built / Selber Bauen

The farreaching involvement of the whole Sangha, members, 
friends & neighbours in the construction work not only helped 
reduce construction costs, but also enhances the care & identity 
for the self-created work. 
 
As not only Bodhicharya´s members, but also its neighbours and 
volunteers from around the world are invited to participate in the 
building, gardening and housekeeping process Bodhicharya also 
serves as a multiplicator in spreading the experience, ideas and 
concern for trying to built and run the premises as environmentally 
considerate, sustainable and organic as possible. 

We are not claiming to do this perfect. Whilst the ambition is there, 
to do so to the best we can, really putting it into action remains a 
continuous learning process for all involved.



Phase I
Kinzigstr. 25
2004 - 2008The first step was to save and restore the existing buildings.  This 

prevented the distressed historical buildings from further decline. 



residential 
house and 
horsestable 

... a first shrineroom, residential house + officespace. The 
residential house offers room to students and volunteers, as well 
as to visiting lamas.

2006 - 2008

historic farmbuildings from 1860 in a deteriorated state including 
former horse~ and chickenstables and a residentialhouse were 
restored house by house and turned into ...

Phase I
Kinzigstr. 25

residential 
house and 
horsestable



Phase I
Kinzigstr. 25

former 
horsestable

Besides a small shrine~ and seminaryroom, the “horsestable” 
today offers officespace for the hospice, the associations 
administration, an architectural office and a shop. 

2007 - 2008

hospice & 
officespace

The old horsestable was restored from 2007-2008. That included 
moving parts of its brick wall in complete pieces as they form the 
habitat for an endagered  species of wild bees. These “beewalls” 
found a new home in two gardens, one of them within the 
bodhicharya centre.



2005 an old shed turns into our first 
shrineroom ....

2005
the future café
and restaurant  
serves as the  
first shrineroom



Phase II
Kinzigstr. 27

2008 - 2010In the center of the site a little bit hidden behind the other 

buildings an old barn had completely collapsed and could not be 

restored. In its place the historic departement allowed the building 

of the new temple under the precondition, that it is built with 

natural materials in harmony with the historical buildings

the new 
temple

In the construction of the temple traditional and sustainable 

materials like natural stone, brick and wood were combined with 

innovative building methods like prefabricated wooden boards, 

that allow very light and efficient structures, excellent insulation 

and heatrecovers will reduce the energy~ and runningcosts. 

Several little nesting boxes for endangered birds and badman are 

embedded into the natural stone facade.



Phase II
Kinzigstr. 27

2008 - 2010
the new 
temple

In the summertime the temple 

is in intensive use, even while 

still under construction. 



2008-2009
former coachmans 
house, future Yoga- and 
Seminaryroom and more 
residential space



2010 + 2014 
conferenceroom

The conferenceroom will not have the typical buddhist 
“decoration” and serves for diverse activities like the 
hospicetraining, interfaith and intercultural dialgue, 
health and yogaexercises



2010-13
Bodhi-garden
& ~ playground

The “Bodhi-garden of senses” is a rare oasis in 
downtown Berlin. It offers niches for diverse recreational 
activities. It is cared for with a focus on sustainable 
and organic gardening, creating wildlife habitats for 
endangered insects. It hosts more then 500 healing 
plants, some of them rare sorts.





2013 february2003 february



2003
 opening ceremony on the new 

Bodhicharya-site in Kinzigstraße 

1998-2003 Theksum Tashi Choeling 
Where it all started ... The first centre in 
Körtestraße 4, Berlin-Kreuzberg



archid 
office for architecture,
project development
and building management

Support

Team

Arch. Nathalie Rostagny Arch. Florence Meyer

Arch. Seseg Zhighitova Arch. Cordula Zimmermann

Arch. Inka Drohn

Arch. Frank Ronald Sumitomo

Under the liability of the 
architectural office archid by Inka 
Drohn a team of architects from 
around the world has contributed 
to the creation of the temple. The 
diverse views and perspectives 
have lead to lively discussions 
and have inspired the work. The 
team hopes that their happiness 
at work is reflected in the results.

This project only was made possible by a huge amount of 
volunteerwork including that of all the different boardmembers 
and members of the “Bodhicharya Deutschland e.V.” since the 
foundation of  the association in 2001. We are very grateful to all 
who supported this project so far but ask for your understanding, 
that only a few donors are mentioned here:

•  Landesdenkmalamt Berlin

•   Der Beauftragte für Kirchen, Religions- und  
    Weltanschauungsgemeinschaften, Senatskanzlei Berlin -      
    Kulturelle Angelegenheiten

-   Senat für Gsundheit und Soziales

•   Knobelsdorffschule OSZ Spandau,  OSZ-Bautechnik I

•   Service Civil International, SCI – Deutscher Zweig e.V.

•   Lotus Consult , Personal- & Organisationsentwicklung
    Dipl.-Psych. Irmgard Jeuther, Dipl.-Psych. Arne Schaefer

•   Architekturbüro archid, Dipl. Ing. Inka Drohn

•   Paul Druce, Internet Coordinator and Content Specialist
•   Naldo Gruden, Freier Art Director und Grafik Designer
•   Marlene Eltschig, Grafik Designerin
•   Andreas Küttel, Imagefilm
•   Yatri Niehaus, Imagefilm
•   Dipl.-Des. Alexander Puell, Film, TV, DVD und Internet
•   Nicola Puell, Diplom Designerin, Illustration, Printgrafik,    
    Webdesign
•   Tim Buckley, Fotograf

Bodhicharya Deutschland e.V. was selected as a Pilotprojekt of: 

*  Stiftung Naturschutz for the resettlement of the wild bees
*  “BBSR, Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban        
    Affairs and Spatial Development”, within their researchproject:  
   "ImmoKlima, examining strategies and potentials within  
    the development of realestate to deal with the climatic  
    change”

donation-account 
Bodhicharya-Templebuilding:

Bodhicharya Deutschland e.V.
Konto-Nr: 4028114202
BLZ: 43060967

IBAN: 
DE21430609674028114202
BIC: GENODEM1GLS 
(Bochum)
Bank: GLS Cooperative Bank

Construct. Imeda Mosiashvili



Dipl. Ing. Architektin 
und Bauassessorin 
Inka Drohn 

Kinzigstr. 29, 10247 Berlin
Tel: (030) 2123 8551
info@archid.de

ökologisch, ökonomisch 
und sozial nachhaltig

► www.archid.de


